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Synopsis

Introduce kids to stop-motion animation and animated filmmaking.Animation is everywhere--from
movies and TV to apps and video games--and today&#39;s tech-savvy kids know all about it. With
the accessibility and ease of use of cameras and video-editing software, people of all ages are
learning how to make stop-motion animation. In Animation Lab for Kids, artists, teachers, and
authors Laura Bellmont and Emily Brink present exciting, fun, hands-on projects that teach kids a
range of animation techniques. From the classic zoetrope, flip book, and cel methods (which
don&#39;t require any devices or technology) to different methods of shooting, the lessons require
no previous experience for either child or adult. Experimenting with a variety of art materials
(drawing, clay, and paper cut-outs), young animators will learn to plan a film through writing,
storyboarding, and creating sets. The book also features helpful and informative sidebars on the
history of the early animation techniques as well as the inspiring work of some of today&#39;s
innovative and influential animators, including Kirsten Lepore, Emily Collins, Hayley Morris, and
PES.The authors are co-founders and lead teachers of The Good School, an arts-education school
that cultivates and combines traditional art-making skills and the technologies involved in
stop-motion animation filmmaking. They teach animation techniques at camps, schools, and events,

including the New York International Children&#39;s Film Festival.
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Laura Bellmont and Emily Brink are the co-founders and lead teachers of The Good School, an
arts-education school that cultivates and combines traditional art-making skills and the technologies
involved in stop-motion animation flmmaking. They teach animation techniques at camps, schools,
and events, including the New York International Children’s Film Festival. They also offer
professional development for teachers; among their clients are The Spring School, Spence School,
and Pratt Institute.Laura is a trained illustrator and arts educator who has served children and adults
in the New York area for over ten years. She is passionate about progressive arts education and
has found a perfect mobile venue for her love of teaching in the formation of The Good School.
Laura received her Bachelors of Fine Arts in lllustration as well as her MS in Art + Design Education
from Pratt Institute, graduating from both programs with honors.Emily is a professional graphic
designer and art educator who has been working in New York City since 2010. She believes that by
inviting today’s youth into the rich world of art making through the process of animation, she can
help create a new generation of problem solvers, culture makers and intelligent consumers that
could have the potential to bring creative change to all their spheres of influence. Emily received her
BFA in Visual Communications from the University of Oklahoma and her MS in Art + Design

Education from Pratt Institute, where she graduated with honors.

Gave this as a birthday gift with some modeling clay and armature wire. Fun and creative gift idea

for little movie makers.

Great fun! Grand kids are ready to explore the adventures of movie making and this book helps me

provide the lesson plan.

| love this! Full of really interesting projects. Thanks Laura & emily for writing such a cool book.

Great and fun book! So many creative ideas!

Great book!

excellent

Ms. Bellmont and Ms. Brink are artists and art educators. This book is perfect for art educators

trying to teach a small class or a small group of students about animation from the base up.But, |



am not an art educator. | was a classroom educator and am now a homeschooler. Is this a good
book for me? for other home educators like me? Yes, but it isn’t one that you can just pick up and
run with. What | know about homeschoolers is that we become students of our students. We often
have to learn how to teach our children what they want to know or explore new things together with
them. Animation is one of those things for me and | suspect it is for many parents!This book had
tons of great directions and activities in it. The children in the pictures of this book look to be about
ages 6-8. But, | think that the activities in this book would be much better suited to children ages
8-12 years old. We were able to do these projects without purchasing any additional materials. | did
have two pieces of plastic in my basement, but those can easily be purchased at a hardware store. |
substituted a round plastic Easter basket for the round cardboard box the zoetrope project asks for.
All of my substitutions worked. In this way, | consider this art book a very affordable way of pursuing
animation activities.| did several of the activities with my children who are in that age range. |
learned several things. The most important of which is to do each activity yourself first. The authors
include basic directions, but in order to teach students how to do these projects it would be wise to
make each of the projects yourself first and see what makes a project work or not work. For
example, with the zoetropes--project #1. | learned in doing the project that it needed to be done in
pen, pencil wasn’t dark enough. There also needed to be a progression, not a back and forth. My
kids enjoyed the project and so did |. To introduce the project, | showed a video about Pixar’s
Zoetrope that was very interesting! And then we commenced on our project! Our zoetropes were
successful. | learned that 1. Don’t draw the pictures in pencil--they must be drawn in color or black
ink to be easily seen. 2. It is helpful for kids to draw the number of pictures they need on a separate
sheet of paper first and then on the zoetrope paper.Over the following weeks, we’ve done several
more projects. I've noticed a couple of things. My artist daughter runs with the projects. (It's her
zoetrope above.) Last week, we made a downshoot animation project. In doing this project and
watching my artistic daughter execute the projects, | noticed several things about this book. My
daughter ran with this project. The projects in this book lend themselves to huge creative
explorations. The projects plant seeds of how to do things. My daughter thought of changing the
size and angle of the girl on the bird in the picture sequence she drew. But, | didn’t tell her to do
that.How she ran with this project showed me that this book was written by art educators--and so art
educators will read these directions in the book and run with them-- like my daughter did. For me,
someone who loves art but isn’t trained as an art educator, | needed to do the projects ahead of
time and still need to be flexible when | hit snags with a project. Doing the projects helped me see

what extra directions | needed to give and what set up | needed to do before class.l love this book



because it is the perfect low-tech jumping off point to introduce my kids to animation. If your kids are
showing an interest in animation, but you want hands-on, low tech ways of pursuing this interest, |
highly recommend checking out this book!Please note that | received a copy of this book from the

publisher, but this review is my own opinion.

Creative children of all ages will find many prompts in this book. Topics range from simple to fairly
complex, flip books to pixilation. This would make a wonderful resource for teachers leading an
enrichment class or club. Homeschoolers would also benefit from the direction offered for creative
children, who may have parents that feel less experienced. While some projects do not require the
use of technology, others can include cameras, tablets or smart phones, tripods, and sound
recording equipment.
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